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Annotation

The article discusses the role and importance of cultural heritage, historical
monuments, historical literature in the development of the national social memory
of young people and its strengthening. At the same time, the cultural heritage of
the past is associated not only with research from a scientific point of view, but
also with the great spiritual heritage created by the ancestors, a monument that
brings social and economic capital, and a number of factors related to the
formation of a person into a comprehensive personality are analyzed from the
point of view scientific objectivity.
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POJIb UCTOPUYECKO-XYIOXKECTBEHHOM JINUTEPATYPBHI B
PA3BUTHUU COIIUAJTBHOU MAMSTH
HopkysueB Cagukxan XaKkuMoBUAY
Kanaunar punocodckux Hayk, mpodeccop u ap.
Hamanranckuii rocynapCTBEHHbI YHUBEPCUTET
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AHHOTALMA:

B CTaTb€ pAcCMATPUBAECTCA pPOJIb M 3HAYEHUE KyJBTYPHOIO Hacienus,
UCTOPUYECKUX IMAMATHHUKOB, HCTOPUYECKOM JIMTEPATYPHI B  Pa3BUTHH
HallMOHAJIBHOW COIIMAJIbHOM ITAMSATH MOJIOZIEKH U €€ YKPEIUIEHUH. B To ke BpeMst
KYJIBTYPHOE HAaCJIeUe IPOLLIOTO CBA3aHO HE TOJBKO C HCCICAOBAHUAMU C
HAay4YHOU TOYKHU 3pPEHUs, HO U C BEIUKUM JIYXOBHBIM JOCTOSHHMEM, CO3JaHHBIM
[IpeAKaMU, TaMATHUKOM, IIPUHOCALIUM COLMAIbHBIA U DKOHOMUYECKHUM KalluTal,
U pAOOM (PaKTOPOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C CTAHOBJICHHE YEJIOBEKA BO BCECTOPOHHIOIO
JUYHOCTh AHAIU3UPYIOTCS C TOYKH 3pEHHS] HAyYHOM OOBEKTUBHOCTH.

KiroueBbie cii0Ba: nmaMsTHUK, HAcleAUE, UCTOPUYECKOE MbIILICHUE, [omep,
colajgbHas TaMsTh, TPEAOK, IIEHHOCTh, oOOpa3oBaHue, O0Opa30BaHME,
colMajbHas NaMsTh.

Interest in ancient monuments inherited from the past is not merely a superficial
enthusiasm on the part of our people; rather, it is measured and explained by deep
affection for one’s ancestral land and homeland. Historical monuments enrich the
spiritual life of society and cultivate feelings of respect and reverence toward the
Motherland, the people, and ancestors. At the current stage of development,
preserving more than eight thousand historical and cultural monuments existing
in our country has become not only a matter of conservation but also a significant
factor in the development of domestic and international tourism. In this regard,
the implementation of a number of projects aimed at preserving cultural sites on
the verge of disappearance in each region serves as clear evidence of this
commitment.

Contemporary globalization processes are giving rise to a range of socio-cultural
challenges within national consciousness worldwide. Long-standing traditions
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are undergoing transformation, altering existing moral codes, lifestyles, and
norms of behavior. This situation necessitates the development of new approaches
to ensuring that future generations live according to value-based principles. This
i1s because ‘“the foundation of intergenerational continuity is formed by the
process of individual socialization. It is necessary to distinguish two vectors: a)
vertical—from previous generations to subsequent generations; b) horizontal—
among contemporaneous generations within different social, economic, ethno-
political, and spiritual-cultural systems” [1,14]. “Today, the sociological analysis
of phenomena such as continuity and intergenerational conflicts creates
opportunities for understanding the historical and socio-cultural development of
society” [1,14]. In a literal sense, history has increasingly turned into an arena of
political struggle and an ideological battleground. This, of course, reflects the
inherent laws of life and development. Upon closer observation, history remains
the foundation of competition among political systems and is gradually becoming
an ideological instrument and weapon in the hands of forces, parties, and groups
seeking to attract as many people as possible to their side. This can be clearly
observed in ongoing socio-political movements around the world.

The transformations occurring in all spheres of social life are aimed not only at
providing socio-economic support to the population but also at strengthening its
spiritual heritage and values, which constitute the nation’s moral wealth.
“Spiritual heritage is a broad concept that encompasses progressive ideas formed
throughout the historical development of humanity, moral principles, customs,
traditions, values, major discoveries, scientific achievements, works of visual art,
as well as religious and secular works, among others™ [2,32].

The cultural heritage of the past is not limited solely to scholarly research; rather,
it represents a great spiritual treasure created by our ancestors, a source of socio-
economic capital embodied in historical monuments, and an essential factor in
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the formation of a well-rounded individual. From this perspective, a thorough and
comprehensive study and research of cultural heritage serves as a reliable
guarantee for fostering a sense of national pride and dignity. The processes
currently taking place in our society demonstrate that “spiritual and cultural life
encompasses such spheres as education and upbringing, cultural heritage,
historical experience, religious, moral, and educational views, lifestyle, diverse
social relations, science, national holidays, festivals, public celebrations, customs
and rituals, art, and literature. The unique ethnic characteristics of a people or a
nation, as well as its contribution to world civilization, are in fact measured by
these very spiritual and cultural values” [3,119].

From the most ancient stone inscriptions and written records created by the
intellect of our ancestors, through examples of oral folklore, to the thousands of
manuscripts preserved today in the treasures of our libraries—containing
invaluable works on history, politics, ethics, philosophy, architecture, literature,
agriculture, and many other fields—these constitute our spiritual and material
wealth. Few nations possess such a vast and rich heritage. As emphasized by
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, “there are more than 8,200 cultural heritage sites
in our country, and it is necessary to accelerate the inclusion of new sites from
Uzbekistan into UNESCO’s Lists of World Cultural Heritage and Intangible
Cultural Heritage” [4,171].

Therefore, it is possible to cultivate historical thinking among young people and
develop in them a sense of belonging and social responsibility by fostering an
awareness of their homeland from historical, spiritual, and cultural perspectives.
In a renewing society, by encouraging public consciousness—especially among
youth—to understand the past, it becomes possible not only to preserve socio-
cultural heritage but also to pass it on to future generations, thereby forming and
strengthening national social memory. This process contributes to individuals’
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self-awareness, respect for our spiritual values, and service to national revival.
For instance, the architectural art of the Uzbek people, which constitutes an
important part of our material and cultural heritage, has existed for thousands of
years and stands for us as a vivid expression of living history.

We are living in a new era of national revival and self-awareness under entirely
new historical conditions, shaped by a fundamentally new way of thinking and
profoundly humanistic ideas of modern civilization. It is precisely this process of
self-awareness that is defining unprecedented stages of development in our
country. For this reason, it is essential to provide the public with a deep
understanding of the history and heritage of the Eastern Renaissance, as well as
the role of great individuals in history. In the modern perception of the past, the
concept of “patrimoine” (heritage) is of particular importance. The French scholar
and historian Krzysztof Pomian introduced the concept of the “semiophore”—
objects that signify historical heritage, including material traces of the past,
symbols, historical artifacts, and monuments associated with saints and prophets,
which simultaneously form part of rituals and traditions [5,45].

Today, the concept of heritage has expanded further and requires systematization,
as noted by Artoguy. According to his view, any commemorative novelty
constitutes history and must be historicized. However, he emphasizes that interest
in any form of heritage inherently entails consideration of time—more precisely,
the responsibility to transmit this heritage to the future through a consistent and
conscious approach. At the same time, scholarly literature also employs the
concept of “sites of memory,” suggesting that not everything is retained in an
individual’s memory. Rather, historical memory preserves only those
recollections it deems relevant, while all other memories remain stored in the
subconscious and are recalled only when necessary.
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President Shavkat Mirziyoyev emphasizes that “we are closely united by a shared
history and culture, a common sacred religion, similar mentality, spiritual and
moral values and traditions, and inseparable friendship. All of these serve as a
solid foundation for our mutually beneficial cooperation aimed at uniting the
potential of Central Asian states for the prosperity and development of our
peoples” [6].

In shaping historical thinking among young people, it is not sufficient merely to

create engaging and attractive history textbooks; rather, revitalizing history and
presenting it vividly to youth can yield tangible results. This underscores the
importance of presenting history in an artistic form through literature and the arts.
In this context, it is essential not to overlook the need for “fundamental reform of
library activities, their systematic improvement, and their transformation into
active centers of information dissemination” [7,123]. As the largest and most
dynamic segment of the population, young people can elevate the development
of historical thinking to a new level through reading, forming the ability to
correctly assess the world, their own people, and their place within it, while also
adapting to contemporary realities. In enhancing historical thinking among youth
and building resilience against global ideological and informational threats,
historical fiction serves as a key determinant—especially during extracurricular
activities—by effectively fostering national pride, patriotism, national
identification (a sense of unity expressed through shared traditions, rituals,
language, and culture), and loyalty.

One of the most important means of developing an individual’s historical thinking
i1s historical fiction. Literature effectively enhances and expands human
consciousness and thinking, enriches worldview, and promotes intellectual
growth. For example, reading Yavdat Ilyosov’s novel “Sogdiana” enables readers
to form a distinctive relationship with national history through artistic-historical
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depictions of events, place names, historical figures, and battles. As illustrated in
the passage, “All who trampled upon the land of Sogdiana were sent one by one
to the dark realm of Aid. Rakhshona, the beautiful daughter of Vakhshunvarta,
passed away far from her homeland in Pella” [8,278]. Upon reading these lines,
the reader is prompted to seek answers to questions such as where distant Pella
is, who Rakhshona was, and how she came to be there, thereby deepening
historical curiosity and understanding.

Through Alisher Azizxo‘jaev’s work “The Case of the True Uzbeks” [9], readers
gain an understanding of the essence of historical events in Uzbekistan during the
period from 1970 to 2002. The novel helps comprehend the horrors of the
repressive policies that befell our country in the late 1930s [10,143] and the late
1940s—early 1950s [11], as well as the inner experiences and reflections of the
protagonist in the image of Botir firqa [12], who became a victim of the dominant
communist ideology during the Soviet era. At the same time, through Homer’s
heroic epic The Iliad [13,456], which is based on myths and historical events,
readers come to understand the meaning of such universal human emotions as
love and hatred, loyalty and revenge, fate, and conscience. Likewise, Fenimore
Cooper’s novel The Spy [14] highlights the profound significance of literature in
conveying themes of civic duty, patriotism, self-sacrifice, and the struggle for
freedom and independence.

Working with historical sources not only develops readers’ historical knowledge
and skills but also fosters a sense of belonging to a great nation and continuity
with its past. For instance, works such as Is’hogxon To‘ra Ibrat’s History of
Fergana [15], Abu Bakr Narshakhi’s History of Bukhara [16], and Mikhail
Ivanin’s Two Great Commanders: Genghis Khan and Amir Temur [17] help form
a vivid understanding of the social life, political environment, and other processes
of their respective periods.
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Reading books and cultivating a culture of reading among members of society
strengthen individuals’ spiritual consciousness. Admittedly, books may not
always serve as direct sources of historical knowledge; therefore, it is essential to
choose reading materials carefully and to interpret historical events accurately.
National values that influence the formation of patriotic consciousness among

young people include national and religious holidays, rituals, family values,
respect for parents, neighbors, the local community, and elders, as well as
compassion, mercy, kindness, purity, humanism, honesty, faithfulness, and the
ability to draw inspiration from the natural beauty of our homeland while striving
to preserve it. The historical heritage of our people plays a crucial role in
educating patriotic individuals. As rightly noted, “you are well aware that history
is one of the most powerful and effective instruments in shaping patriotic
feelings™ [18,133].

For this reason, preserving, studying, and passing historical heritage on to future
generations has become one of the priority directions of state policy. The
President of our country, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, defines patriotism as follows: “As
we all know well, patriotism constitutes the spiritual foundation of every state
and manifests itself as the most important mobilizing force in the comprehensive
development of society. Therefore, we must take concrete measures to form
strong immunity among our citizens against harmful influences that are entirely
alien to us and to strengthen a sense of responsibility for the fate of our
Motherland. Continuous efforts to educate our youth in the spirit of patriotism are
of paramount importance for us” [19,229].

In the history of every nation living within society, there have been both glorious
and dark pages; therefore, attitudes toward history represent a complex issue.

To protect young people from various spiritual threats, it is necessary to instill a
healthy lifestyle in their hearts and minds, to cultivate respect for national and
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universal values from early childhood, and to approach our national values and
cultural heritage on a sound scientific basis. Furthermore, it is essential to
strengthen the fulfillment of our duties and responsibilities to society in
accordance with the principles of humanism, patriotism, and progress, guided by
national and historical perspectives and aligned with the demands of the time and
contemporary development.
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